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Empowering Students of All Majors to 

Change the World 
Through Entrepreneurship + Innovation



EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING IN A SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT

 RICHARD G. STALEY ’62 
VISIONARY ENTREPRENEUR 
SPEAKER SERIES 
The Center for Entrepreneurship + 
Innovation’s Richard G. Staley ’62 

Visionary Entrepreneur Speaker Series brings 
experienced entrepreneurs to campus to share 
their insights and wisdom. Each year, the CEI, 
which strives to promote an entrepreneurial + 
innovative culture across the College, hosts 
successful business men and women whose 
compelling stories of success and failure have 
inspired and enlightened our audiences and 
provoked thought and stimulated conversation.

COMPETITIONS 
Designed to give you the 

opportunity to present and defend 
your ideas, learn presentation skills, 
build your résumé, fuel your 

competitive spirit, and win cash, our past 
competitions have included: 

• GCC Elevator Pitch Competition 
• Maker’s Design Competition 
• Wolverine Venture Battle 
• GCC Shark Tank 

The CEI also encourages and supports students 
who want to compete in external competitions. 
GCC teams have enjoyed considerable success 
in these events.

VENTURELAB 
The Grove City College VentureLab 
is an early-stage business and social 
enterprise idea feasibility lab that 

provides access to seed grants and 
guidance to carefully screened teams. The 
mission of the VentureLab is to help the Grove 
City College campus community explore and 
develop new ventures based on their own 
original concepts. 

The GCC VentureLab serves as a valuable 
starting point for innovation and enables 
aspiring entrepreneurs to gauge the feasibility 
of their ideas. Real businesses have been 
launched, and students of all majors participate 
to learn how the process works. 

EUROPEAN INNOVATION ACADEMY 
During the summer, select students have the opportunity to attend the European Innovation Academy, the world’s 
largest extreme accelerator for startups, in Turin, Italy. The European Innovation Academy (EIA) is a non-profit 
educational institution recognized for excellence in tech entrepreneurship education. EIA educational programs are 
jointly developed with professionals of world class partner universities and companies: UC Berkeley, Stanford 
University, Google, Amadeus, CA, and many others. Future entrepreneurs and business leaders are immersed in a 
multicultural ecosystem of 4000+ alumni and faculty from 75 different nationalities.

“CEI PROGRAMS AND EVENTS AREN’T JUST FOR STUDENTS WHO WANT TO 
START BUSINESSES. EMPLOYERS ARE LOOKING TO HIRE THE MOST 
INNOVATIVE CANDIDATES WITH REAL WORLD EXPERIENCE. STUDENTS OF 
ALL MAJORS CAN LEARN TO INNOVATE AND GAIN THIS EXPERIENCE WITH 
THE CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP + INNOVATION.”  

                        - PROFESSOR YVONNE J. ENGLISH 
                       EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, GCC CEI

PRAXIS ACADEMY PARTNERSHIP 
Grove City College’s Center for Entrepreneurship + Innovation partners with Praxis to 
prepare students motivated by their faith to create and lead ventures that matter for the future 
of society. Praxis (praxislabs.org) is a venture group that works with a growing portfolio of 
Christ-following entrepreneurs to create high-impact organizations. Grove City College 
students, faculty, alumni, and administration engage with the Praxis team and community of 
startups – which includes leading entrepreneurs, scholars, and cultural thinkers - in two ways.  

First, students can apply to attend the Praxis Summer Academy, an intensive, five-day 
seminar centered on a vision for redemptive entrepreneurship. Additionally, there is an on-
campus Praxis Workshop that features practitioners who are leading high-growth startups – 
sharing leading edge insights, lessons, and stories at the intersection of theology, culture, 
and entrepreneurship. The workshop is open to all Grove City College students, staff, faculty, 
alumni, prospective students and their families, and community members.

PROFESSOR TIM SWEET 
CHAIR, DEPARTMENT OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP

explore innovation + 
                gain real world experience

Grove City College is committed to being a leading entrepreneurship + innovation educator and program of 
distinction among faith-based private colleges. Surrounded by rich natural beauty and classic architecture, 
our emphasis on challenging academics and immersive programming creates a special campus 
environment to explore the transformative power of entrepreneurship. 

The Entrepreneurship Program at Grove City College has two distinct learning centers. The 
Entrepreneurship Department covers all aspects of the student academic experience while The Center for 
Entrepreneurship + Innovation addresses experiential learning activities and events centered on 
entrepreneurship and innovation for the entire student body, regardless of major. 

When academics and experiential learning are combined with the power of our strategic partnerships in the 
local community and beyond, our students are able to obtain real-world relevant experience, and, as a 
result, they are more prepared to enter the workforce or to start organizations of their own upon graduation.

VENTURE U WORKSHOPS 
Venture U is an ongoing seminar 
series open to all students that 
focuses on the nuts and bolts of 

starting a business. The sessions 
include focus areas of interest such as legal, 
accounting, marketing, prototyping, and 
branding. Workshops are led by real world 
professionals.

About the Center for Entrepreneurship + Innovation (CEI)


