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The Wolverine Venture Battle (WVB) simulates the real world by
allowing teams to compete for prize money by showing their
progress toward proof of concept. It all comes down to today.
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ABOUT WVB

Dearest GCC Family + Friends,

I cannot overstate how thrilled we are to be back in person for the final competition of the Wolverine
Venture Battle (WVB)! (Insert your “Huzzahs!” here.)

In 2020, the Center for Entrepreneurship + Innovation (E+I) had to cancel the WVB due to the
uncertainty surrounding the pandemic that was unfolding before our eyes. By 2021, we had enough
experience with the “new normal” (Yes, I know. I hate that term, too!) that we were able to make the
necessary changes in order to have the competition again. While we were indeed back in action, there
was a caveat — the WVB was completely virtual. While it was a different experience for everyone
involved, the hidden blessing of the virtual event was that we were able to include several first-time
investor judges that would not have been able to travel to campus during normal times due to
geography, business constraints, or personal circumstances.

This year’s Wolverine Venture Battle combines our past experience and learnings from the virtual
event, and we believe that it represents our biggest and best competition yet! On Monday, our finalist
teams competed in the newly-created virtual final round. In this round, we once again invited investor
judges from all over to participate and, as an extra bonus, this round allowed the student teams to gain
experience effectively presenting over Zoom, a skill that will come in handy in the post-pandemic work
world. Today, you will get to see these same teams present in person to an entirely different panel of
investor judges. Today's panel includes an exciting new group of judges — our 67 Junior Judges! These
high school juniors and seniors will each be given $25 to award to the team of their choice. Don’t worry
though - those of you who aren’t judges will still have a role to play via the vote for the Fan Favorite
Award. When it’s time, you’ll be able to text to vote for your favorite team of the day!

We couldn’t have this event without the support of our reviewers, sponsors, and judges. Please take a
moment to review the program for more information about these key players. I'd like to thank my
colleagues in the Entrepreneurship Department, GCC’s Development Staff, our student assistants, and,
of course, my own team, including Lynn Bashew (E+I Program Manager), Logan Hammerschmitt (E+I
Marketing + Outreach Coordinator), and Ken Smith (E+I Assistant Director), who have all worked
tirelessly to bring everything together for the Wolverine Venture Battle.

We also couldn’t have this event without the support of President McNulty, the GCC administration,
faculty, staff, mentors, alumni, friends, and the families who support our students on a daily basis. This
event is dedicated to all of you. I hope that you are as inspired by the ideas and ingenuity of our
students as I am. I also hope that you are as thrilled as I am to be here in person and in community to
celebrate our students. So, sit back, relax, and enjoy the festivities!

God bless,

W&En}sw\/\

Entrepreneur in Residence and Executive Director, E+I
Professor of Practice, Entrepreneurship Department






WVB PRIZES

Just as in real life, each Investor will have a set dollar amount to spend and can give any
amount to any and all teams.

$27K + IN-KIND SERVICES (S5K)

The first place team (as determined by the total dollars awarded by the judges) will be
crowned the Wolverine Venture Battle Champion.

All of the finalist teams could end up with cash or one team could take it all!

You have a say in who takes home the prize money, too!
After all teams have pitched, voting for the Fan Favorite award

will open. You can text to vote for your favorite team. The team
receiving the most votes will win an additional $500 cash prize!
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SPONSORS

WOLVERINE DONORS

The Habbrshon Famify The Kisla Fanify
Tim '81, Grant '06, Meredith ‘07, Jonathan Stan ‘85, Deanna ‘87, Evan ‘20, and Lauren
‘09, and Natalie ‘11

ol + Belyyy B Cheifabl Fouedafion  The Vol Familly

(Pittsburgh Foundation) Mark ‘81, Cheri ‘79, Michael ‘06, Yvonne ‘06
Susan (Peshek '81) + Peter Durfee ‘80 Dan Creston ‘81

Bill Smith ‘69 Laura (Koller "11) and R] Fryan ‘08
Jeff Moxie '80 Rick Newton '86

Paul Passaro
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Cedric E. Lewis JD/MBA
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WYVB PRESENTATIONS

Technologies™

W AquaHawk

:‘\’ Civitas

/4

DrinkFixd

happy feet

AQUAHAWK TECHNOLOGIES™

Accurate and cost-effective underwater Time-of-Flight green
laser cameras to perform subaquatic 3D modeling

Ethan Raynaud '22, Peyton Brogan '22, Fisher Koons '22,
Jeffrey Pew '22, and Nicholas Sparks '22

CIVITAS

A digital platform seeking to connect commmunity members
with nonprofits and inspire social good

Molly McCommons '25, Benjamin Anastasi '25, and
Liam Grossman '25

DRINKFIXD

A package of resources to help bars protect their
customers from sexual assault

Gus Minotto '24, Sarah Welker '24, Tessa Stewart '25,
Chloe Kuhns '25, and Oliver Schwarz '25

HAPPY FEET

A foot pod that uses the sound of a runner’s feet to provide
insight on form and prevent injury

Amanda Mayer '22, Libby Stewart '22 Lillian Jeynes '22, and
Nathan Warrick '22



Sc tie
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NO, IT'S YOU

An online resource and apparel brand designed to equip
customers with tools needed to recognize, address, and
overcome psychological and relational abuse

Katelyn Rose Emmons 24 and Olivia O'Brien '22

SCOOTIE

A service providing a quick and fun means of transportation
for the campus

Jonathan French '25

SELVA

An app-controlled portable greenhouse that helps
academic establishments conveniently and successfully
grow plants in conditions not typically suitable for plant life.

Bailey Mantzell '22, Benjamin Salaj '22,
Jael Compton '22, and Lindsey Cummings '22



SCHEDULE

Our event will begin with a welcome from E+| Executive Director Yvonne English.

Each team will have 8 minutes to present followed by 6 minutes of Q&A with the judges.

PRESENTATION ORDER

e Selva 2
e AguaHawk Technologies !;;;-’

e Happy Feet
e DrinkFixd
e No, It's You
e Scootie

Civitas

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR JUNIOR JUDGES!

New to this year's competition, we have 67 high school students from 9 schools serving
as junior judges.

Each student has been given $25 to "invest" in their favorite team.

SCHOOLS/PROGRAMS REPRESENTED

¢ CUYAHOGA VALLEY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY ¢ DELAWARE COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
o CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN PREP ACADEMY o AQUINAS ACADEMY OF PITTSBURGH
o EACADEMY@LINDENPOINTE (SHARPSVILLE, ¢ GROVE CITY HIGH SCHOOL

HICKORY, AND FARRELL HIGH SCHOOLS) ¢ EDEN CHRISTIAN ACADEMY



REVIEWERS

MANY ENTERED, BUT ONLY SEVEN TEAMS WERE
Q CHOSEN TO PRESENT IN THE FINALS.

Thank you to all 62 REVIEWERS who participated in Round 2 of the
’ Wolverine Venture Battle process. We couldn't do this without you!

Bob Baierl

Frances Baldwin

Toby Basalla '98

Chris Botting '83

Scott Brainard '76
Jonathan Brutt '17

Abby (Schiela 18) Bukowski
Vince Cassano '88

Craig Creaturo '92
Jonathan Cutler "1

Brad Dearborn '78

Ellie (Stanchak '13) DelTurco
Rachel (Brockhage '12) Ellison
Ruth (Dykstra '07) Entwistle
Kim Ford '72

Collin Foster 12

Greg Gillispie

Curt Given '84

Brian Gongaware '92

Anita Greggs-Perez '78

Glenn Grossman

Matthew Hackworth '97
Victoria (Irey 12) Hassett
Brittany (Hayward 1) Hoffman
John Holt '84

Don Hudock

Chris Hussar '99

Edward Huttenhower '76
Melissa (Marshall '92) Jacobs
Bob Keller '73

Andy Kmiec '96

Karolina Lagerquist '16

Don Lockhart '67

Evan Lowe '89

Beth (Ranker '96) Marraccini
Dean Marraccini

Wendy Marshall '81

Lauren Beth (Howell 10) Marts
Wendy (Sabados '88) Mascio
Glenn McDonald '75

Scott McDowell '87

Winifred (Williams '77) McGee

Alan Mesches '71
William Messner '96
Brian Montgomery '96
Liam Morris '08

Ben Moyer '01

Robin Parsons

John Romain '85

Steven Roman '96
Daniel Rossi-Keen '99
John Roush

Alissa (Hermann '96) Sgro
Kelly Shields '97

Neil Skoriak

Lydia Smith 12

Steve Solman '96
Bethany Stillwaggon 13
Brett Strouss '82

Allyson (Baird '88) Sveda
Tyler Vielguth "4

Steve Wickman



DAN CRESTON '81 (MONDAY - VIRTUAL)

Mr. Creston graduated Cum Laude with a BA in Business Administration. While on
campus as a student, Dan interviewed with Borg-Warner Chemicals and was hired
for a position in Sales Management, a job he remained at for six years. In 1987, Dan
started at Alpha Packaging, Inc. where he became Chief Operating Officer and
Partner. He partnered with the CEO to open nine plastic packaging plants and
took sales from $400K in 1987 to $230M in 2015. They sold the company twice to
private equity firms and Dan remains a shareholder today. Currently Dan is the
Founder and Owner of Creston Consulting, LLC (small business mentoring and
angel investing), which he started in 2015. He judges start-ups for grants and
investment potential with two nonprofits..Arch Grants (www.archgrants.org) and
St. Louis Arch Angels (www.stlouisarchangels.com).

PETE DURFEE '80 (FRIDAY - IN PERSON)

Mr. Durfee has over 30 years of experience in the pharmaceutical sciences
industry. He was formerly employed at Gilead Sciences, Inc. (“Gilead”), a publicly
held, research-based biopharmaceutical company that discovers, develops and
commercializes innovative medicines in areas of unmet medical need, from 1997
until retiring in 2012. During his tenure, Mr. Durfee served as Senior Director of
Corporate Engineering and Facilities Operations (CEFO) which was responsible for
the strategic and operational direction of Gilead's engineering pursuits. While at
Gilead, Mr. Durfee was responsible for directing Engineering, Validation,
Maintenance/Facilities Operations, Manufacturing/Contract Manufacturing,
Environmental Health & Safety, Corporate Real Estate, Site Services and Security.
Mr. Durfee received a B.S. degree in Chemical Engineering and completed the
required coursework for a Masters in Electrical Engineering at Penn State before
moving to California in 1988. Peter and his wife Susan (Peshek ‘81) are retired, live,
and play in Montreux, Nevada.



JORDYN KEMATS '03 (FRIDAY - IN PERSON)

Jordyn Kemats, Executive Vice President, Director of Sales Strategy &
Marketing at S&T Bank, has over 19 years of experience in the banking and
financial services industry. Her background includes enterprise-wide strategic
planning, development of specialized sales strategies and process, building
training programs and sales coaching. In her current role, Jordyn leads the
marketing and sales strategy teams, working with a cross-functional team to
advance the overall customer experience while evolving the product and
service offerings for all business lines within the Bank. Jordyn serves as a
financial coach for Christ Community Chapel and is a board member for
Cornerstone Community School. She graduated with a BA in Psychology and
is a graduate of the Consumer Bankers Association (CBA) Executive School.
Jordyn resides with her husband and two children in Silver Lake, Ohio.

MATTHEW W. GORDON (FRIDAY - IN PERSON)

Mr. Gordon earned a BS in Business Administration with a focus in Accounting
and Finance from Slippery Rock University. While at SRU, Matthew was a starting
pitcher for the “ROCK" baseball team. He was selected to the Pennsylvania State
Athletic Conference first team during his senior season. Upon graduation,
Matthew was hired as a Core Associate at F.N.B. Corporation in Pittsburgh. While
working for FNB, he completed the requirements for his MBA, also from SRU. In
2020, Matthew joined Davevic Benefit Consultants in Grove City, PA, his family’'s
business now in its 3rd generation. Davevic is a full- service benefit consulting
agency who strives to be on the cutting edge of insurance products, services, and
strategies with particular attention to detail when working with clients. Matthew
resides in his native town of Grove City where he is a board member on the
Chamber of Commerce. In his spare time, he enjoys golfing, attending sporting
events for his favorite Pittsburgh sports teams, and spending time with his fiancé,
Stephanie, his friends, and his family.
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RJ FRYAN '08 (FRIDAY - IN PERSON)

Dr. Fryan is a dynamic leader who has spent most of his career working in the
manufacturing industry. RJ grew up in Canton, Ohio, where he started working in
the steel industry while still in college. RJ has served in various functions within the
steel industry throughout his career, including operations, marketing, supply chain,
and sales. Currently, he is the CEO of Kind Special Alloys US and Lake Park Tool and
Machine in Youngstown, Ohio. RJ earned his MBA from Anderson University and his
DBA from George Fox University. In his free time, he enjoys spending time with his
wife Laura (Koller "11) and their two children, Raymond and Emma.

RICK NEWTON '86 (MONDAY - VIRTUAL)

Entrepreneur, consultant, and coach, Rick Newton is deeply inspired and led by his
Christian faith to help others advance the Kingdom of God, bringing Heaven to
Earth, outside the four walls of the Church. He is especially passionate about
helping entrepreneurs and emerging leaders become transformational agents,
bringing redemption and restoration to every facet of society. After receiving a
Bachelor's Degree in Chemical Engineering and Computer Science from Grove City
College and a Masters in Business Administration from the University of Pittsburgh,
Rick worked at various regional corporations long enough to decide that he wanted
to create a company very different than most — one that integrated and reflected
his faith by serving customers, employees, and the communities in which they live.
In 2003, he founded Newton Consulting (now Aspirant), a global management
consulting firm, which subsequently led to launching two more companies: Newton
Talent, a professional recruiting firm, and the Newton Institute, a company focused
on creating purpose-driven tools for purpose-driven leaders. These companies have
won (and continue to win) numerous local and industry awards for customer
service, culture, growth, and leadership excellence.

Having sold a majority stake of Aspirant to his management team this past year,
Rick now focuses his time and energy within the Newton Institute pursuing his
calling and passion to build practical tools and training solutions to help leaders,
teams, and organizations fulfill their God-given purpose by first understanding and
embracing their God-given design. Rick and his wife, Terrie (Wright '85) have 5
children and 8 grandchildren, all of whom live close by and are actively involved in a
multi-generational vision to see their community and region transformed through
the redeeming power of God's love.



JEFF MOXIE '80 (MONDAY - VIRTUAL)

Mr. Moxie received a BA in Accounting and has over 40 years of financial expertise.
Most recently, he was the CFO for PSI Services, a worldwide computer-based testing
company based in Glendale, CA, where he was responsible for the oversight of all of
PSlI's accounting and finance activities, Human Capital, Legal, and Facilities (4,400
locations worldwide) functions. During his 12-year tenure at PSI, revenue grew
1,200% while profitability grew over 1,500%. Prior to PSI, Jeff was CFO of Sunkist
Growers, Inc., Virgin Entertainment Group, Inc. and Kinko's, Inc. as well as other
finance roles for various organizations. As part of his role as the senior finance
person Jeff completed over 45 mergers and acquisitions including First Interstate
Bank's sale to Wells Fargo for approximately $13 billion, as well as the rollup of
Kinko's from 135 separate entities into one entity just prior to its sale to FedEx. On
the nonprofit/volunteer side, Jeff has been involved in many different organizations
including the Friends of the Island Fox as Treasurer, Simi Valley Non-Profit Spay and
Neuter Clinic as a Board Member, U.S. Masters Swimming where he served as
President, Treasurer and Board Member of the national organization and in various
other local positions, Conejo Valley Multi-Sport Masters as co-founder and coach,
and as a Board Member of the USA Swimming Foundation. In addition, Jeff and his
wife Lori provide support for the Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (“CID") Foundation, MD
Anderson Cancer Center, Venice High School Alumni Association, Carousel Ranch
(Equestrian therapy for physically challenged children) and the Saving Grace
Maternity Home. While at GCC, Jeff was captain of the Varsity Swimming Team and
a two time All-American. In addition, he was President of ODK and participated in
the Accounting Society.

ELISABETH O'BRIEN 16 (MONDAY - VIRTUAL)

Elisabeth O'Brien is a dynamic product leader with 5 years of experience building
digital products in the financial services and hospitality industries. Currently
employed at IHG: InterContinental Hotels & Resorts, Elisabeth is responsible for the
successful delivery of an industry-leading mobile booking experience for IHG's re-
launched mobile app that serves over 6,000 hotels across 17 brands. Prior to joining
IHG, Elisabeth spent time in the financial services industry, as both a product
manager and consultant servicing some of the world'’s largest financial institutions.
She is a passionate team player and enjoys collaborating with cross-functional
teams to drive towards delivery. A veteran entrepreneurship competitor, Elisabeth
is grateful to be a part of the judging panel and is rooting for everyone to do well in
the Wolverine Venture Battle! 12
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PAUL PASSARO (FRIDAY - IN PERSON)

Paul Passaro's career began on Wall Street at the municipal bond firm
Roosevelt & Cross, Inc., and he has subsequently served as the Chief Financial
Officer or Chief Operating Officer of a number of enterprises with as many as
1,400 employees, including Pine Needles and Mid Pines Resorts, Corporate
Realty Advisors (now part of Jones Lang LaSalle), 9Marks, The Gospel
Coalition, DunnWell (now a part of Cintas Corporation), and East West
Partners Club Management. Paul's management responsibilities have
included leading finance, operations, strategic planning, human resources,
and business development. In addition to three years of full-time mission
work in South Africa, Paul has helped plant churches and has served on the
boards of privately-held businesses and nonprofits in the US and overseas,
including Thrive Farmers International. He is a cum laude graduate of
Williams College with an MBA from UNC's Kenan-Flagler Business School.
Paul and his wife, Kristi, are the parents of three children (including Annie '22)
and reside in Chapel Hill, NC, where they are members of Christ Community
Church (PCA).

MARK PENTZ '81 (FRIDAY - IN PERSON)

Mark Pentz earned a BA in Business Administration and is the Owner and
President of Calvin Group Inc, a used asphalt paving equipment dealer in Windsor,
Colorado that reaches customers around the world. Mark’s passion for paving
equipment started when he was a young boy in Pennsylvania when he went to
work for his father, who ran an equipment dealership. Mark founded Calvin Group
in 1996 and the company has since expanded to selling paving equipment around
the world. He lives in Colorado with his wife, Cheri (Crispin '79), and two dogs. He
has three adult children and five grandchildren.



MICHAEL PENTZ '06 (FRIDAY - IN PERSON)

Michael Pentz earned a BS in Business Management and is the Vice President of
Calvin Group Inc, a used asphalt paving equipment dealer in Windsor, Colorado
that reaches customers around the world. He joined his father in the company in
2009 to manage the day-to-day activities of the company. Prior to that, Michael
worked in marketing and product development for startups, nonprofits, and
brands such as LG, Apple, and Specialized. Michael lives in Colorado with his wife,
Yvonne (Phillips '06), and their three children.

BILL SMITH '69 (MONDAY - VIRTUAL)

After earning his BA in Business Administration and launching his career with
companies such as RCA Computer Systems, Xerox Data Systems, and Rockwell
International Corporation, Mr. Smith co-founded Smith Micro Software, Inc. in
1982. Guided by his visionary leadership and savvy business acumen, Smith Micro
developed a reputation as a trusted software solution provider to wireless carriers
and cable companies. Throughout the company's 39-year-history, Bill has
overseen more than 25 strategic acquisitions and has built Smith Micro into a
multi-national company positioned for sustained success in the rapidly evolving
global telecommunications industry. Bill has served as Smith Micro's President
and Chief Executive Officer since its inception and as Chairman of the Board since
the company’s successful IPO in 1995 (NASDAQ: SMSI).

BEN TOBIAS '19 (MONDAY - VIRTUAL)

Mr. Tobias graduated with a BS in Entrepreneurship. He is passionate about the
startup process and participated in a variety of competitions hosted by Grove City
College in his tenure as a student. He also engaged in international opportunities
to compete through the European Innovation Academy in Italy. He is currently
employed as an analyst supporting the department of defense and various
intelligence agencies as a private government contractor and runs his own small
business in the geospatial and telecommunications industry with his wife
Courtney (MacArthur "19) from his home in Florida. Ben currently volunteers his
time on a Classical Christian School advisory board, and has a heart for
international missions as a member of a missions committee through the
Presbyterian Church in America.
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The Center for Entrepreneurship + Innovation (E+l) creates
and facilitates experiential learning activities and events
centered on entrepreneurship and innovation for the
entire student body, regardless of major.

Yvonne J. English ‘97

Entrepreneur in Residence + Executive Director, E+|
Professor of Practice, Entrepreneurship Department

Ken Smith ‘84

Assistant Director, E+I|
Assistant Professor, Entrepreneurship Department

Lynn Bashew ‘84

Program Manager, E+I

Logan Hammerschmitt 16

Marketing + Outreach Coordinator, E+|
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Connect with us @gccentrepreneur
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